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Welcome to the Year 1 Curriculum booklet. We hope this curriculum guide will provide
you with useful information about the Year One curriculum. It is intended as a brief
outline of the learning your child will be involved in during their time in the Nursery and
Reception classes. It also includes some ideas of ways in which you may be able to help
your child at home to support their learning.
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School is not the only place your child will learn. Research shows that your interest and
involvement in your child’s learning and education are more important than anything else
in helping your child fulfil their potential. As parents, you are the people who go with
your child on their learning journey; from the day they are born to the time they
become an adult.

Kineton Green Primary School aims to build strong links between

home and school so that you can be fully involved in your child’s education. At Kineton
Green, we believe that children flourish best when home and school work together to
provide the best possible learning experiences.
Our aim is to make the children’s learning exciting, fun, meaningful and challenging. We
understand that all children will enter the year with a variety of different experiences
and skill sets. The range of activities and learning experiences that we provide are
carefully planned to build on what they already know. We have very high standards for
the quality of children’s work, so that the children can feel pride in their achievements
and we will look forward to sharing their successes with you regularly at parent
evenings. We look forward to working in partnership with you throughout the year.
The Kineton Green Teaching Team

In school this year, we will be working from the new National Curriculum that was
brought into effect in September 2014.

Expectations have risen and so we would

appreciate your support and co-operation with supporting your child’s learning at home.
We use Imaginative Learning Projects (ILP’s) across the year to excite, enthuse and
engage children in their learning. The ILP’s for Year 1 this year are as follows:
4

Autumn Term
Memory
Box

Dinosaur
Planet

Spring Term
Moon
Zoom

Rio De
Vida

Summer Term
Enchanted
Woodland

Paws,
Claws &
Whiskers

These ILPs may be subject to change as the core purpose of our new creative
curriculum is to go with the interests of the class, to ensure learning is fun and
engaging.

Our curriculum plans are included next within this booklet and are also

available on our school website. Obviously it would be impossible to set out in detail
everything your child will learn but it will provide an outline of typical content which will
hopefully help you to support your child in making the most of their education. Our
termly plans are very fluid to take account of the children’s own ideas and where they
see their learning progressing.
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Children are treated as individuals and we consider their individual needs and interests
when to plan challenging and enjoyable experiences in each area of learning to ensure
children make progress. We recognise that children develop at different rates, have
different interests and come from different backgrounds, yet all children are praised
and valued for their own achievements.
From September 2015 levels that had been previously used to assess children will be
abolished. Schools are expected to assess each cohort against a set of new year group
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objectives. The government have an aspirational target of 85% of children within a
cohort reaching ‘secure’ by the end of each year. The challenge has increased, with
Year 7 objectives having been brought into the Key Stage 2 Curriculum and Key Stage 2
objectives moving into the Key Stage 1 curriculum. There is an emphasis on breadth and
depth of learning, so once a child is secure within that year groups objectives, rather
than learn new content, it is expected that they gain a deeper understanding by being
given the opportunity to apply their skills and knowledge in many different ways. A
child will be assessed as either:
B – Not on track to meet end of year objectives
O – on track to meet end of year objectives
A – on track to exceed end of year objectives
All pupils will access their year group’s objectives and teachers will differentiate work
to an appropriate pitch. We will assess progress by looking at progress towards each
year group’s objectives from current starting points. We will identify what has been
achieved and what the next steps for learning are.

We have high expectations of your children and for your children.

The rewards

systems employed in school are closely linked to the school values and classroom rules
which are negotiated with the children at the beginning of the year. Key Stage One
have a system based around zones, which is in each classroom. For making right choices
and working hard, children may move up the chart through the stages of ‘smiley’, ‘super
smiley’ and ‘sparkly’. Their position on the chart at the end of the day will determine
the sticker they come home with whether they come home with a sticker. For wrong
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choices they move down the chart into the red zone, where there is a consequence
attached to each red zone. If children move into red zone 2 they have time out. This is
where the child is removed from the situation and an age appropriate time out is given
where the child is given time to think about their behaviour and the impact of this. This
is given when a pupil is stopping the teacher from teaching and others from learning or
where they hurt or harm another person.
As part of this time out we have a think sheet that makes the
child think about their behaviour and the impact it has had. This
form enables the child to reflect on their actions and also provides
an opportunity for the teacher and child to discuss how to move
forward positively. We value our partnership with parents and
therefore will send the sheets home to allow you to discuss it with
your child and then ask that you sign it and return it the follow
day.
For us all to learn and work best, we need to give and earn respect from each other.
The children will be familiar with the respect charter (which you can see on the
following page) through assemblies and PSD lessons where each point has been
discussed with the children to ensure a consistent understanding of what respect looks
like in the classroom, moving around school and out at play times and lunchtimes. One of
our bees is to “Be Respectful” so this charter supports our overall values of the school.

Little Legend award
To recognise those children who are making consistently good choices,
applying themselves and doing what is expected of them in school, day
in day out, we award a little Legend sticker at the end of each day.
The chosen recipient will be a child who has demonstrated the above
and closely follow our 5 bees.

Treat people as you would want to be treated
yourself.
I will…
 Keep out of other people’s personal space.
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Express my feelings using appropriate words.



Consider the impact of my body language on others, no rolling of eyes,
huffing, sighing, tutting or shrugging of shoulders.



Reply to an adult with their name.



Walk around a conversation, not between others.



Listen and not answer or argue back.



Use manners, please and thank you.



Take turns to speak.



Line up and move around in silence.



Go to the toilet at an appropriate time of the day.



Know the appropriate time to sharpen pencils and take a drink.



Use an appropriate level of my voice.



Use the one way system around the corridors and walk in single file, on
the left.



Accept responsibility for my choices and not deflect them onto others.



Do as I am told the first time.



Look after equipment in both the classroom and playground.

We work alongside parents, informing and listening to their opinions of children’s
development.

By sharing information about their children’s interests, strengths and

needs, parents help the adults who work with them to plan experiences and activities
that are fun. At Kineton Green we develop this relationship with parents in a variety of
ways.
We value the involvement of parents in:
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Curriculum workshops



Parent consultation meetings



Within the classroom, as parent helpers.



PTA support

Parent’s Evenings are held during the year, one towards the end of October and the
other in March and it is crucial that parents attend. Interim reports are sent out at
the end of the Autumn and Spring terms and a full report is sent out to parents annually
in the summer term. There is also a chance to meet with your child’s class teacher at
the end of the summer term. Staff are always happy to speak with you after school if
you have any queries or concerns.

Helping out in school – We very much welcome parents to help support activities within
the classroom. If you would like to offer some support in school, please speak to your
child’s class teacher. For some parents this will be weekly or fortnightly. For others it
will be once a month. We appreciate any support you can give. From time to time you
may think you can support us with one of our topics, either by providing us with
artefacts, photos or other objects relevant to the topic, or by coming and giving a
presentation to the children on a specific theme. Please let us know if you think you can
help.
Homework
We see homework as a purposeful extension of school, which can involve parents in a
supporting role.

It is a natural progression from the daily work of the school and

something that our pupils should see as relevant and interesting. It is important that all
children take a pride in their homework, produce their best results and hand it in on
time. Homework makes a difference to learning, providing practice for developing skills
and understanding. It also promotes the development of self-discipline and positive
attitude needed for successful study throughout life. Knowing how to get involved in
ways that work for you and your child can really help.

Children will be provided with homework books and homework will be set on a Friday and
collected in on a Wednesday. Spellings are also given out weekly in their ‘pink books’.
Possible homework activities for Year One might include:


Share home loan and school library books



Practise key spellings and learning of new words



Talk about school activities



Research topics using home discussion/library/ICT



Complete occasional book reviews – for the library



Complete maths and literacy activities
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Top tips


Agree a sensible, quiet place and time for homework. There is no right answer here,
just try to choose a time when you are both relaxed and not too tired.

Some

children may be better first thing in the morning, others straight after school. The
most important thing is that your child can concentrate and you can be available to
support them. Aim to make the experience a time you can enjoy together.


Read the questions or task with your child to help them to understand what they are
being asked to do.



Complete the work using a sharp pencil.



Your child should try to complete the work by themselves but if they need support
please help them.



Sign the bottom of the page and make a note of the time it took to complete the
task.



Let your child’s teacher know how much help you gave by adding one of the following
symbols:

I

My child completed the work independently

S

I supported by talking through the work

S+

I have needed to offer a great deal of support in order for my child to complete
The task



Sometimes the tasks won’t be on the homework sheets and won’t need any
written response, for example, “on your way home look and see if you can spot any
patterns on the door numbers of the houses (looking for odd and even numbers)”

Staff will value the contributions made by children via a range of feedback including
verbal feedback, praise, written feedback, peer assessment, self-assessment and next
step targets (where appropriate).

If you are supporting your child in maths the

methods taught in each year group can be found, with examples, in the ‘Routes Through
Calculation’ document available on the school website. If you have any concerns, please

let your child’s teacher know, either by commenting in the homework book, or making an
appointment.
Your support is vital; please help us to help your child, by extending their learning
beyond the classroom. Thank you.
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We hope all our children will succeed in reading and that
they will approach books with enthusiasm, knowing they can
be informative, humorous, frightening, adventurous, exciting
and…FUN
READING TOGETHER
 Always praise your child’s efforts – never
comparisons with other children – be encouraging!

make

 Try to read with your child every evening – make it a comfortable, happy time, sitting
close together, sharing a book.
 Remind your child to bring their reading book home every day.
 Talk about the book – look at the pictures on the cover and throughout the story.
Have they understood what they have read? Can they talk about characters or events?
 Encourage your child to tell you the story after you have finished the book and/or to
predict what might happen next as you are reading.
 Make sure your child can see the print and pictures. Pictures can provide clues to
decode new words.
 Point to the words as you read them.
 Encourage your child to approach unknown words by ‘sounding-out’, or making a good
guess at the word by using a context or picture clue.
 Tell children a word that they do not know and then carry on.
 If your child makes a mistake but the sentence still makes sense, don’t worry or
interrupt the flow, just go back to the word later. If, however, the reading stops
making sense, then your child will probably stop anyway – if not, go back and read it
again. You are telling your child that what they are reading means something and helps
them to get it right.

 Remember, reading does not only mean ‘books’. Vary the range of reading materials.
Include comics and magazines, maps and charts, posters and signs. Everywhere you go
there will be text, encourage your child to read signs and notices in the environment as
they walk along the street, ride on a bus or visit the local shop.
 Let your child see you reading at home and enjoying books.
Questions you could ask your child to develop their understanding of texts that they
read:
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• Was there anything you liked about this book?
• Was there anything you disliked about this book?
• Was there anything that puzzled you?
• When you first saw the book, even before you read it, what kind of book did you
think it was going to be?
• Have you read other books like it?
• Have you read this book before? (if so) Was it different this time?
• While you were reading, or now when you think about it, were there words or phrases
or other things to do with the language that you liked? Or didn’t like?
• If the writer asked you what could be improved in the book, how would you have made
it better?
• Has anything that happens in the book ever happened to you?
• When you were reading, did you ‘see’ the story happening in your imagination?
• Was this a book you read quickly, or slowly? In one go, or in separate sessions?
• What will you tell your friends about this book?

When your child starts school, phonics becomes a big part of everyday life,
transforming them from a non-reader to a child who is capable of reading fluently and
spelling (mostly!) accurately by the end of Year 2. There is a progression through the
different phonics phases that is outlined below:

Phase 2 and 3
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During these phases, children are taught the 44 sounds. In phase 2, this is learning the
19 most common single letter sounds. Phase 3 introduces children to the remaining,
more difficult and/or less commonly used phonemes. There are 25 of these, mainly
made up of two letters such as /ch/, /ar/, /ow/ and /ee/. Alongside this, children are
taught to recognise tricky words, including ‘me,’ ‘was,’ ‘my,’ ‘you’ and ‘they’. They learn
the names of the letters, as well as the sounds they make. By the end of Phase 3,
children should be able to say the sound made by most, or all, Phase 2 and 3 graphemes,
blend and read CVC words made from these graphemes, read 12 new tricky words and
write letters correctly when given an example to copy.

Phase 4
By now, children should be confident with each phoneme. From here on, phonics teaching
is about consolidating and refining their knowledge, introducing more spelling patterns
and tricky words, and increasing vocabulary. In Phase 4 phonics, children will, among
other things:


Practise reading and spelling CVCC words (‘such,’ ‘belt,’ ‘milk’ etc)



Practise reading and spelling high frequency words



Practise reading and writing sentences



Learn more tricky words, including ‘have,’ ‘like,’ ‘some,’ ‘little’

Children should now be blending confidently to work out new words. They should be
starting to be able to read words straight off, rather than having to sound them out.
They should also be able to write every letter, mostly correctly.

Phase 5
Phase 5 generally takes children the whole of Year 1. ‘Here, we start introducing
alternative spellings for sounds, like 'igh'. Children master these in reading first, and
as their fluency develops, we begin to see them using them correctly in spelling.
Children learn new graphemes (different ways of spelling each sound) and alternative
pronunciations for these: for example, learning that the grapheme ‘ow’ makes a
different sound in ‘snow’ and ‘cow’. They learn about split digraphs (the ‘magic e’) such

as the a-e in ‘name.’ By the end of Year 1, children should be able to:






Say the sound for any grapheme they are shown
Write the common graphemes for any given sound (e.g. ‘e,’ ‘ee,’ ‘ie,’ ‘ea’)
Use their phonics knowledge to read and spell unfamiliar words of up to three
syllables
Read all of the 100 high frequency words, and be able to spell most of them
Form letters correctly

Phase 6
Phase 6 phonics takes place throughout Year 2, with the aim of children becoming fluent
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readers and accurate spellers. By Phase 6, children should be able to read hundreds of
words using one of three strategies: Reading them automatically; Decoding them quickly
and silently; Decoding them aloud. They will also learn, among other things:


Prefixes and suffixes e.g. ‘in-’ and ‘-ed’



The past tense



Memory strategies for high frequency or topic words



Proof-reading



How to use a dictionary



Where to put the apostrophe in words like ‘I’m’



Spelling rules

The reason for learning to spell is so that we
can write. Make sure your child has a supply
of pencils, paper or writing books and give
them purposeful opportunities to write. You
could:
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Keep holiday scrapbooks
Leave messages and notices around the
house
Write notes and cards to friends and
relations
Make shopping lists and reminders
Write stories or information booklets

MAKE SPELLING FUN - There are many
ways to help your child with spelling:






Play sound games like ‘I Spy With My
Little Eye’
Play games like Hangman, Boggle and
Scrabble
Discuss spelling patterns, rules and
exceptions. Encourage your child to have a
go then check which parts they got right.
Make up a rhyme to help them remember.
Do simple crosswords together

ENJOYING
WORDS
Words
are
fascinating! Help your child to explore and
enjoy them. Spelling shouldn’t be a boring
slog. It’s about thinking, not just memorising
lists of words.

LOOK
• Look at the shape of the word
• Make a picture of the word in
your mind – take a photo of it
• Look at the letter patterns
that make up each sound
• Break the word into syllables
• Look for words within the
words

SAY
• Say the whole word
• Say the beginning sound
• Say the end sound
• Say the middle part of the
word
• Say the letter names
• Say the whole word again
• Over-pronounce any parts that
you might forget

COVER
• Cover the word
• Picture the word in your mind
• Hold it in your mind as if it’s on
a TV screen

WRITE
• Write the word down (in joined
writing if you can)
• Think about the picture in your
mind as you write
• Say the letter names or the
sounds

HOW TO LEARN NEW SPELLING WORDS
We recommend the ‘Practise, Look, Say,
Cover, Write’ approach…

CHECK
•
•
•
•

If it isn’t right yet, try again!
Look at the tricky bits
Underline the tricky bits
Write the tricky bits in colour

Make writing fun and relevant to your child. In literacy lessons, children will be taught
and encouraged to use the following 12 sentence ‘tricks’ to improve the quality of their
writing.
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Sentence Trick 1

Sentence Trick 2

Remember to use a capital letter at the
beginning of a sentence and for the
pronoun “I” and people’s names.

Remember to use a full
stop at the end of a
sentence.

Today is a sunny day and I
am playing in the garden.

It is very warm and sunny
today.

Sitting on the chair, Chris
read his book.

Tomorrow we are going to the park.

Sentence Trick 3

Sentence Trick 4

Remember to use a “?”
when you ask a question.

Remember to use a “!” when you want
to show surprise, shock, excitement,
scared.

What is that toy you have?

I am very excited because it is my
birthday.

Can I go out to play?

Wow, what a wonderful
toy you have!

Can I go to the toilet?

It is my birthday today!
Your dog is beautiful!

Sentence Trick 5

Sentence Trick 6

Use and to join
words and
sentences together.

Remember to use a
finger space between
words that I write.

Sarah and Johnny
were playing in the
garden.
James ate his dinner and then went out.
Sharif got his bag and coat .

Sentence Trick 7
Add adjectives to describe nouns.

The fat, hairy
man went
down the long
road.

Sentence Trick 8
Use different words to join
ideas together.

When, if, that, or because,
but….
When I get home I will get to play with my
friends.
If I do my homework, I can watch TV.
I really want to play outside, but it is raining.
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Sentence Trick 9

Sentence Trick 10

Use a comma to separate things in a list.
Use an “and” between
the last two things.

I can use an apostrophe to show where
there is a letter missing in a word.

For my birthday I
would like a bike,
Harry Potter book,
party and a big cake!
For lunch I have a
sandwich, apple, yoghurt and a drink.

Can’t….won’t…..didn’t….wouldn’t….
shouldn’t …I’ll…
I can’t wait to get home
today!
We won’t be going
outside because it
is raining.
I didn’t do that!
I’ll sit here and wait for
you.

Sentence Trick 11

Sentence Trick 12

Add ‘ly’ words (ADVERBS) to describe
HOW the man went.

Remember to show how something
belongs to someone by using an
apostrophe.

The man went slowly
down the road.
Slowly, the man went
down the road.

…the girl’s name…(the name belongs to
the girl)
..the boys’ boots (the boots belong to the
boys)
..Sarah’s bag…..(the bag belongs to
Sarah
….the children’s books…(the books
belong to the
children)

You can use the methods which we follow in school at home with your child to help them
become more confident when carrying out written calculations. The methods used are
progressive so the children will build on previous learning. They will be taught methods
appropriate to their needs.

The methods for each year group can be found, with

examples, in the ‘Routes Through Calculation’ document available on the school website.
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School times
Main school opens at 8.45am and lessons begin at 8.50am. It is important that your
child is on time, organised and ready to start the day. School finishes at 3:15pm. A
member of staff will be on duty on the courts at 8:35am and children should not be left
unsupervised before then.
Doors close at 8:55am and morning registers will be taken at this time. Any latecomers
will need to report to the office in the main school.
Collection arrangements
We ask that Key Stage 1 parents pick up their children from the rear of the
classrooms. The class teacher will not be able to handover your child until they have
seen you. If someone different is due to pick up your child, please inform the school
office of these arrangements in the morning as it enables us to hand over children to
their parents efficiently and safely.
Absences
If your child is absent from school please notify the office detailing the likely date of
return and reason for absence.
Drinks and snack
Children are free to use the school water coolers during the day and will need to bring
in a clearly named water bottle to drink from as otherwise we do get through quite a lot
of paper cups, which is not good for our environment. The children will continue to be
provided with a piece of fruit for a snack on a daily basis.

Lunchtimes / Playtimes
We expect children to bring a coat at all times as children will go out whatever the
weather.
P.E
Please ensure all items of clothing and footwear are clearly labelled to avoid confusion
and loss of uniform. Please do not allow your child to wear jewellery to school (if any
artefact has to be worn for religious reasons do please discuss this with us). Girls will
also need their hair tied up if it is past their shoulders.

Although set times are

allocated for PE sessions, these can be subject to change and so a PE kit must be kept
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in school at all times.
All children are expected to have an indoor PE kit with appropriate footwear at all
times. The children will need pumps and a pump bag. Pumps should be a gusset or velcro
type. The children also require red shorts and a t-shirt that matches the colour of
their house team (Egyptians – yellow, Romans – green, Vikings – red, Victorians – blue).
Should you need to know which house team your child belongs to, please speak to the
class teacher. The Year 1 class teacher will inform you as and when your child may need
an outdoor PE kit.
Home Loan / Library books
Children in Key Stage 1 have the opportunity to change home loan books on a regular
basis. Library sessions are once a fortnight where the children are able to take out a
book which they are able to keep at home for a fortnight. Please ensure your child
looks after their book in line with our current library agreement.
Personal belongings
Please do not let your child bring toys/valuables from home unless asked to by staff as
part of the children’s learning.
Birthday celebrations
We love to celebrate birthdays in school. If you want to celebrate your child’s birthday
by bringing treats for the class please do not bring lollipops, hard sweets or sweets
with nuts. Please also avoid Haribo as it contains gelatine which is unsuitable for
vegetarians. The children take the treats home to eat.
School Funding
Parents are asked to make a voluntary contribution to our School Fund. These voluntary
contributions make a huge difference supporting trips, visits and fun activities for the
children. All funds collected directly benefit your child.

Our school website
There are lots of resources and links to many websites on our website. You will find:






A copy of this curriculum guide
Topic overviews for your year group.
Our school ‘Helping your child with maths’ handbook.
A guide to our phonics program and what it all means; Links to phonics videos.
Links to a number of websites that you may find helpful.

School PTA
We are very grateful to any parents that can offer support to the PTA.
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Without

parents to support in this role, we wouldn’t be able to deliver all of the fantastic events
that occur throughout the school year. If you would like to offer support, please get in
touch with the school office.
Community Café
During each half term, Mrs Knight organises a Community Café in the school hall for
parents to come together, chat and enjoy some tea, coffee and exquisite home-made
baking. It was lovely to see so many parents join in during last year and hope many of
you can join us again. It will be held on the third Tuesday of every month.

100 high-frequency words in phases from Letters and Sounds
The high frequency words in each phase have been sorted according to whether the words are
phonetically decodable or not.
Phonetically decodable words should be taught according to the principle of saying sounds in a word in the
order in which they occur. Vocabulary that is not phonetically decodable according to the phase the
children are working in, also need to be taught with knowledge of GPC at the fore. For example, children
should be encouraged to identify the parts of a word which are phonetically regular and identify the
parts of the word which are ‘tricky’.
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Phase 2
Decodable words
it
had
of
back
off
and
on
get
can
big
dad
him

a
an
as
at
if
in
is

not
got
up
mum
but
put (north)

Tricky words
the
to
I
no
go
into

Phase 3
Decodable words
will
that
this
then
them
with

Tricky words
see
for
now
down
look
too

you
they
all
are
my
her

he
she
we
me
be
was

Phase 4
Decodable words
went
it’s
from
children
just
help

Tricky words
said
have
like
so
do
some
come

were
there
little
one
when
out
what

Phase 5
Note that some words that were tricky in earlier phases become fully decodable in Phase 5
Decodable words
Tricky Words
don’t
day
oh
old
made
their
I’m
came
people
by
make
Mr
time
here
Mrs
house
saw
looked
about
very
called
your
put (south)
asked
could

