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We appreciate that starting school is a big step for both you and your child and at Kineton
Green we aim to make this a happy and positive event. We hope this curriculum guide will
provide you with useful information about the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. It is
intended as a brief outline of the learning your child will be involved in during their time in the
Nursery and Reception classes. It also includes some ideas of ways in which you may be able to
help your child at home to support their learning.
When children start Nursery and Reception they bring with them a wide range of varied
experiences. They have already learnt a great deal, particularly from their families, and the
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skills that they have already developed provide a firm foundation for their future learning. The
range of activities we provide are carefully planned to build on what they already know. At
Kineton Green, we believe that children flourish best when home and school work together to
provide the best possible learning experiences.
We look forward to working in partnership with you at the beginning of your child’s learning
journey with us.
The EYFS Teaching Team

There are three members of staff in the Nursery class:
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Mrs Coleman – Class teacher

Miss Elwell – Teaching assistant

Mrs Butler – Teaching assistant

There are two members of staff in the Reception class:

Mr Waters – Class teacher and
Foundation Stage/KS1 manager

Mrs Knight – Teaching assistant

Other members of staff that support in the Foundation Stage unit:

Mrs Gardner – Teaching assistant

Mrs Perkins – Individual and
group support

Ms Nolan – Child and Family
Support Worker

Ms Nolan is a key point of contact for parents, offering drop in advice and support for parents regarding
a range of issues including behaviour and parenting. She also undertakes individual support and group
work for children (self-esteem, social skills, friendship, managing feelings, behaviour etc). She is based
next to the school office.

Areas of learning and development
In Nursery and Reception, we follow the statutory Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
Curriculum, which encompasses seven areas of learning. Three areas are particularly crucial for
igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn,
form relationships and thrive. These three areas are developed from birth.
They are called the prime areas:
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We seek to support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are
strengthened and applied. The specific areas are:
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play, and design and

describe shapes and

technology
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Each learning area has developmental statements in age related bandings that lead up to an
Early Learning Goal. These set out the skills, understanding, knowledge and attitudes which it is
hoped children will reach or exceed by the end of Reception. All seven areas of Learning and
Development are connected to one another and are equally important and depend on each other
to support a rounded approach to child development. All the areas are delivered through
planned, purposeful play, with a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities.
A thematic based approach allows us to deliver all seven areas of learning in a coherent way
which is meaningful to the children. One experience may provide the opportunity to develop
skills, knowledge and concepts across several areas. Our activities are based on the following
cross-curricula topics:
Autumn Term

Spring Term

Summer Term

Magical Me

Sing With Me

Terrific Tales

Kids TV

Mr Men and
Little Miss

Fun on the Farm

Heroes and
Superheroes

Once Upon A Time…

How Does Your Garden
Grow?

Celebrations and Good
Times

We’re Going on a Bear
Hunt

Under the Sea
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Nursery

Reception

Our overarching topic plans for both Nursery and Reception classes are included next within
this booklet and are also available on our school website. They will support you in understanding
what we are covering on a termly basis but please note that our plans are very fluid to take
account of the children’s own ideas and where they see their learning progressing.
To complement the 7 areas of learning the EYFS also covers how your child can become an
effective learner. The way your child engages with other people and their environment
underpins their learning and development across all 7 areas of learning. We support your child
to be an effective and motivated learner in a variety of ways:
Playing and Exploring
(engagement)
 Finding out and exploring
 Playing with what they know
 Being willing to “have a go”

Active learning
(motivation)
 Being involved & concentrating
 Keep trying, bouncing back
after difficulties
 Enjoying achieving what they
set out to do

Creating and Thinking Critically
(thinking)
 Having their own ideas
 Making links and predicting
 Choosing ways to do things,
problem solving

Practitioners working alongside your child will continually make observations and assess your
child’s stage of development which will support the planning of future activities. Observations
may be paper based or recorded electronically on iPads. These observations feed into the
school’s secure online assessment system and a unique online learning journal for your child is
created. We currently ask parents to contribute to our assessments by recording significant
things their child may have done or said within a parent communication book, although we are
currently looking at how parents may be able to contribute online in the future.
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Children are treated as individuals and we consider their individual needs and interests
alongside their individual stages of development. We use this information to plan challenging and
enjoyable experiences in each area of learning and development that will ensure children make
progress.
We recognise that children develop at different rates, have different interests and come from
different backgrounds, yet all children are praised and valued for their own achievements. Play
underpins all development and learning for young children and we aim for laughter, fun and
enjoyment as they are the best contexts for learning.
At Kineton Green children we aim that children learn and progress from the moment they walk
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in the door to the moment they leave.

Children are born ready, able and eager to learn. They actively reach out to interact with other
people and the world around them. Each child is unique and here at Kineton Green we provide
them opportunities to interact in positive relationships and enabling environments.
Play underpins the delivery of all the Early Years Foundation Stage and the development and
learning for young children. Well-planned, structured and purposeful play both indoors and
outdoors is key to providing young children with enjoyable learning experiences where they
learn many new skills. Whilst in the Foundation Stage, your child will spend periods of time
involved in activities planned by the practitioners, and periods of time doing child-initiated
activities they have chosen themselves. This enables your child to build up important
relationships with other children, and allows them to use their own initiative and problem solving
skills, it is through these experiences that children learn and develop.
To complement this, children need to be taught what they don’t already know, which is achieved
through focused teaching. This is through mixed groups, ability groupings, whole class sessions,
small groups or individual work.
The environment enables learning to take place in each area of learning and development. Space
is provided both indoor and out to allow active or quiet learning with well organised areas and
resources that are accessible to the children. When children build their independence it allows
adults to spend more time joining in with children’s learning, extending their language and
thinking and helping them to make progress.
Planning is linked to the needs of the children, based on their stage of development. Activities
are planned for that are purposeful and fun and the children are allowed to extend or adapt
those activities to aid their learning. Planning is informed by on-going observations and
assessment and is flexible so we can respond to the ideas of the children in order to teach
specific knowledge and skills. Learning is reviewed through plenaries which celebrate learning,
offer new ideas or identify areas for development.

We work alongside parents, informing and listening to their opinions of children’s development.
By sharing information about their children’s interests, strengths and needs, parents help the
adults who work with them to plan experiences and activities that are fun. At Kineton Green we
develop this relationship with parents in a variety of ways.
We value the involvement of parents in:
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Curriculum workshops
Parent consultation meetings
Within the classroom, as parent helpers.
Feeding into your child’s Foundation Stage Profile.

Before your child starts Nursery or Reception you will be invited to a New Parent’s Meeting.
Children are also invited to spend some time in their new classes in the summer term. You can
chat to your child’s new teacher at these events.
Parent’s Evenings are held during the year, one towards the end of October and the other in
March. Interim reports are sent out at the end of the Autumn and Spring terms and a full
report is sent out to parents annually in the summer term. There is also a chance to meet with
your child’s class teacher at the end of the summer term. Staff are always happy to speak with
you after school if you have any queries or concerns.
Helping out in school – We very much welcome parents to help support activities within the
classroom. We put up a rota at the start of every term for parents to sign up to help in class.
For some parents this will be weekly or fortnightly. For others it will be once a month. We
appreciate any support you can give. From time to time you may think you can support us with
one of our topics, either by providing us with artefacts, photos or other objects relevant to the
topic, or by coming and giving a presentation to the children on a specific theme. Please let us
know if you think you can help.
Playdough – We cannot get enough play-dough. It is really easy to make. There is a playdough
recipe at the end of this booklet. If you would like to have a go at making some to send in for
us we would be more than grateful 

To ensure a happy start, talk to him or her about what they will be doing at school. Talk to
other children who have started school. Find some stories about children starting school to
allay any fears they may have.
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Personal Care and Hygiene - Before coming to school, children should
be confident in going to the toilet by themselves. Please help and
encourage your child to roll up their sleeves and wash their own hands.
Let your child practice getting dressed independently, even if it does
take a long time! A collection of dressing up clothes can help develop
these skills in an enjoyable way. Dressing Dolls and teddies provides
useful practice in fastening buttons and zips.
Sharing and Taking Turns - Sharing and turn taking are often difficult
concepts for children to learn. Give lots of praise when your child shares
with others to encourage this behaviour. Play games which involve taking
turns.
Tidying up - Please encourage your child to to tidy away their own toys
at home. At school children are expected to tidy up after themselves,
not leave things for an adult or another child to tidy away.

Understanding Rules - Talk about and explain why we need rules. Children need to understand
why it is dangerous to run indoors, or to throw sand or bricks. Recognising that you have similar
rules at home will help your child to integrate more quickly into our school, and make it a safe
and happy place in which to learn and play.
Writing - Children need lots of opportunities to make marks on paper.
These marks have real meaning for children, and are the beginnings of
writing. Children learn about writing by noticing print and watching
others. Try and give them opportunities to ‘write’ for themselves – lists,
signs, cards and invitations. Provide your child with plenty of materials
and tools to mark make with and above all else, praise and encourage
them for having a go. There are handwriting and phonics resources at
the end of this booklet.
Reading - Children who are read to and enjoy books from an early age
are most likely to be successful readers in the future. Try and share a
book with your child as often as possible. If you speak different
languages it is important that your child can share this with you when
looking at books. Reading together can also involve telling stories, you
reading to your child, reading print in the world around you, eg labels
on tins and visits to the library. Try and include a variety of texts as
even comics can spark off an interest in reading!
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Try and find a quiet and comfortable place and sit so that you can both see the book. When
you are listening to your child, start by looking at the cover of the book and talk about the
book first. Encourage your child to hold the book and turn the pages.
As your child reads, encourage your child to find clues in the pictures to help them with new
words, encourage them to try to guess what a new word might be by looking at the text, help
them with any sounds they know and don’t be afraid to read the words for them if that
helps with the flow.
Ask them questions and talk about the book to help them understand what they have read.
Can they tell you anything about the characters in the book? Or what they think might
happen next?

Maths - There are lots of different ways you can help your child at
home with mathematics.
 Use as many opportunities as you can to count with your child –
stairs and steps, buttons, fruit etc. Look for numbers around
you and recite counting rhymes.
 Look for shapes around your home, use the correct names and
encourage your child to talk about features of different shapes.
[e.g. number of corners, sides etc]
 Look for patterns around you such as laying the table, in books
and with their toys.
 Playing board games and card games are important ways to help
children understand about addition and subtraction.
 Involve your child in shopping trips by counting money and
talking about prices.
Understanding of the world around them - Young children are naturally very curious and ask
many questions. Wanting to know how does it work? What happens if…? Why does..? etc is
typical of children of this age, and there are many activities that encourage early scientific
skills of observation, prediction and experimentation. Talk to them about what is happening
around them, explore and try to find out answers. For example:
 plant cress seeds and watch them grow each day. Sprout
carrot tops and potatoes on saucers.
 Make collections of pebbles, shells and leaves. Sort these
objects using describing words such as smooth, hard,
heavy and rough.
 Encourage your children to talk about the weather and
how different weather conditions affect our lives.
 Work with water and let your child find out about bubbles
or floating and sinking in a washing up bowl or in the bath.
 Look at photographs of family and friends. Talk about how we change as we grow.
 Notice the different jobs that adults do as you go shopping.

School times
Our Foundation Stage Unit opens at 8.50am.
School times are:

Nursery 8.50 – 11.55am
Reception 8.50 – 3.10pm

Parents are welcome to gather in the Nursery playground before dropping off and collecting
children. We ask that parents are mindful of any activities that might be set up in the outdoor
area for learning that day and do not let their children use the toys or enter the roped off
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areas. Doors close at 8:55am and morning registers will be taken at this time. Any latecomers
will need to report to the office in the main school.

Collection arrangements
We ask that you line up along the track on the Nursery playground when collecting your child.
It enables us to hand over children to their parents efficiently and safely. Please let us know
if someone different is collecting your child. For safety reasons, we ask that you provide the
person picking up your child with a password and inform the member of staff on duty in the
morning.

Uniform
Please ensure all items of clothing and footwear are clearly labelled to avoid confusion and loss
of uniform. Please do not allow your child to wear jewellery to school (If any artefact has to be
worn for religious reasons do please discuss this with us). The children have regular access to
the outdoor area and we would therefore ask that children are suitably dressed for outdoor
play in all weathers – your child will need an outdoor coat with a hood with them every day.
Timings within the classroom on a daily basis are flexible to allow for the children’s interests
and sustained involvement in activities.

Drinks
Milk and fruit are provided free for all children up until the age of five. Water is also provided
throughout the day. We would prefer children to bring in a clearly named water bottle to drink
from as otherwise we do get through quite a lot of paper cups, which is not good for our
environment.

P.E. Kits
Nursery – The Nursery children will NOT need a P.E. kit.
Reception - Reception children WILL need a P.E. kit immediately for use from September.
The children will need pumps and a pump bag. Pumps should be a gusset or velcro type. The
children also require red shorts and a t-shirt that matches the colour of their house team
(Egyptians – yellow, Romans – green, Vikings – red, Victorians – blue). You will be informed of
which house team your child will be a part of at one of your welcome meetings. Please can you
ensure that all items of clothing are named. Please encourage your children to become
independent dressers and to practise putting on shoes and doing up buttons.

Reading homework - From week 3 onwards, Reception children will be provided with a school
reading book every week. It shall be collected in on a Thursday and given back to your child on
Friday. You will be provided with a reading diary and we would appreciate you recording down
what and when you have read with your child. You are more than welcome to leave comments
about the books you have read or about how your child read. Children will also be given a pink
book and will be given a handful of words to learn on a weekly basis. Many of these words will
be high frequency words and will often need learning by sight. These will also need to be
handed in on Thursdays.
Nursery children may be provided with reading homework in the summer term if appropriate.

Library
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Library books will be changed once a week. You will be told what day books will be changed on at
the start of the Autumn term.

Absences
If your child is absent from school please notify the office detailing the likely date of return
and reason for absence.

Personal belongings
Please do not let your child bring toys/valuables from home unless asked to by staff as part of
the children’s learning.

Birthday celebrations
We love to celebrate birthdays in school. If you want to celebrate your child’s birthday by
bringing treats for the class please do not bring lollypops, hard sweets or sweets with nuts.
Please also avoid Haribo as it contains gelatine which is unsuitable for vegetarians. The children
take the treats home to eat.

School Funding
Parents are asked to make a voluntary contribution to our School Fund. These voluntary
contributions make a huge difference supporting trips, visits and fun activities for Nursery and
Reception. All funds collected directly benefit your child.

Our school website
There are lots of resources and links to many websites on our website. You will find:








A copy of this curriculum guide
A copy of the foundation stage curriculum that we follow
Development Matters statements (to support you in understanding what is expected of
children at different ages).
Topic overviews for Nursery and Reception.
Our school ‘Helping your child with maths’ handbook.
A guide to our Jolly phonics and what it all means; Links to Jolly Phonics videos.
There are links to a number of websites that you may find helpful.
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The main aim of teaching handwriting is to help children develop a style which is clear, legible,
fast and fluent. There are two important considerations:
 Good handwriting aids presentation and helps a child take pride in his/her work (this is a
powerful motivator for learning)
 Handwriting is closely linked to spelling, common letter-strings and words are remembered,
in part, kinaesthetically (movement of writing tool)
 Whilst being able to form letters correctly is important, we do need to remember that we
should not bombard a child with reminders on how to form letters – we wouldn’t want them
to lose focus on their sounding out and linking sounds and letters. If you would like to
support your child at home with their letter and number formation, the following will show
you how it is taught within school.

One armed robot letters

Curly caterpillar letters

Long ladder letters

Zig-zag letters
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100 high-frequency words in phases from Letters and Sounds
The high frequency words in each phase have been sorted according to whether the words are
phonetically decodable or not.
Phonetically decodable words should be taught according to the principle of saying sounds in a
word in the order in which they occur. Vocabulary that is not phonetically decodable according
to the phase the children are working in, also need to be taught with knowledge of GPC at the
fore. For example, children should be encouraged to identify the parts of a word which are
phonetically regular and identify the parts of the word which are ‘tricky’.
Phase 2
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Decodable words
it
had
of
back
off
and
on
get
can
big
dad
him

a
an
as
at
if
in
is

not
got
up
mum
but
put (north)

Tricky words
the
to
I
no
go
into

Phase 3
Decodable words
will
that
this
then
them
with

Tricky words
see
for
now
down
look
too

you
they
all
are
my
her

he
she
we
me
be
was

Phase 4
Decodable words
went
it’s
from
children
just
help

Tricky words
said
have
like
so
do
some
come

were
there
little
one
when
out
what

Phase 5
Note that some words that were tricky in earlier phases become fully decodable in Phase 5
Decodable words
Tricky Words
don’t
day
oh
old
made
their
I’m
came
people
by
make
Mr
time
here
Mrs
house
saw
looked
about
very
called
your
put (south)
asked
could
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These are the sound mats we use in our classroom
to support children in linking sounds they can hear
to letters. They link to Jolly Phonics.
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